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this special issue presents extended versions of selected top papers of the mediterranean conference on power generation

transmission distribution and energy conversion medpower held in dubrovnik in 2018 the 11th mediterranean conference on

power generation transmission distribution and energy conversion medpower 2018 was held in cavtat dubrobnik croatia

from 12 to 15 november 2018 the conference gathered more than 200 scientists researchers and experts from all around

the world a total of 147 oral presentations were held during the conference with an additional 50 papers presented in

special sessions the top 10 papers have been selected for this special issue in energies covering a variety of topics from

end user challenges distribution and transmission network operation and planning to generation planning and modeling

the handbook of qualitative research methods in entrepreneurship is an important contribution to the field and should be

referenced in any paper using qualitative methodologies to investigate the entrepreneurial phenomenon craig s galbraith

journal of enterprising communities there is no hiding behind the ramparts of dry scholarship here the credibility of the

theory being spoken of is not the stuff of constructed proofs but alignments of critical insight and utility this is where

qualitative work can make a difference to the field and where this book makes its mark robin holt international journal of

entrepreneurial behaviour and research the handbook of qualitative research methods in entrepreneurship is an unusually

solid and multifaceted book on what qualitative methods have done are doing and will do in entrepreneurship research

every serious entrepreneurship scholar should read it it points at the future björn bjerke university of kalmar sweden i would

warmly  recommend this  unique  collection  of  qualitative  methods  of  entrepreneurship  research  to  both  mature  and

beginning researchers as a menu to choose from for their planned empirical studies for those who try to get away from only

quantitative studies in both business practice and academic research this book is their chance to find a rich inspiration in

reflecting on entrepreneurship as a lived experience using grounded theory and ethnographic discourse and narrative

approaches  it  might  convince  editors  of  top  journals  of  entrepreneurship  research  to  welcome qualitative  research

submissions as an indispensable complement to quantitative only submissions this domain is not physics in bringing

together  such  a  variety  of  experts  from so  many  nationalities  in  this  handbook  our  danish  colleagues  are  making

entrepreneurship research a realistic global venture jan ulijn eindhoven university of technology the netherlands helle

neergaard and john parm ulhøi have compiled a remarkable collection of work that both represents the range of methods

and demonstrates the depth of insight that can be achieved through qualitative approaches this book is not simply a

handbook of qualitative research methods though it well achieves this aim it is also an important contribution towards the
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field of entrepreneurship research from the foreword by sara carter this expansive and practical handbook introduces the

methods currently  used to increase the understanding of  the usefulness and versatility  of  a systematic approach to

qualitative research in entrepreneurship it  fills a crucial gap in the literature on entrepreneurship theory and just as

importantly illustrates how these principles and techniques can be appropriately and fruitfully employed the handbook is

underpinned by the belief that qualitative research has the potential to charter hitherto unexplored waters in the field of

entrepreneurship  and  thus  contribute  significantly  to  its  further  advancement  the  contributors  seek  to  assist

entrepreneurship researchers in making more informed choices and designing more rigorous and sophisticated studies they

achieve this by providing concrete examples of research experiences and tangible how to advice by clarifying what these

research methods entail how they are currently being used and how they can be evaluated this handbook constitutes a

comprehensive and highly accessible methodological toolbox dealing with both well accepted qualitative approaches and

lesser known rarer and more novel approaches to the study of entrepreneurship this handbook will be invaluable to those

studying researching and teaching entrepreneurship

this book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 18th international conference on product focused software process

improvement profes 2017 held in innsbruck austria in november december 2017 the 17 revised full papers presented

together with 10 short papers 21 workshop papers 3 posters and tool demonstrations papers and 4 tutorials were carefully

reviewed and selected from 72 submissions the papers are organized in topical sections on agile software development

data science and analytics software engineering processes and frameworks industry relevant qualitative research user and

value centric approaches software startups serum software testing

edugorilla publication is a trusted name in the education sector committed to empowering learners with high quality study

materials and resources specializing in competitive exams and academic support edugorilla provides comprehensive and

well structured content tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels

this book critically engages with the concepts of small states and soft power and advances a new approach to defining

small states a new conceptualisation of soft power and a method for empirically analysing the exercise of soft power it

revisits the concepts of small states and soft power with a focus on bhutan and qatar and their approach to exercise soft
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power to achieve their foreign policy goals building on two main perspectives to define small states the objective approach

and the subjective perspective this book offers an intersubjective approach to define states as small the intersubjective

approach requires a shared understanding between states that a certain state is small the book further highlights the

importance of deconstructing the meaning of size and to separate the notion of size from the concept of power because

size is not always indicative of power it argues that although small states tend to have fewer material resources than large

states they nevertheless can have influence through the exercise of soft power soft power is in this book defined as the

ability of an actor to convince another actor that something is true convincing deals with the beliefs of an actor and is a

mental decision rather than a physical action this book argues that the exercise of soft power can be analysed through

examining the development projection and reception of identities the findings of this book show that bhutan was more

successful than qatar in exercising soft power and explains the reasons for this variation aimed at a multidisciplinary

audience this book will be of particular interest to practitioners scholars and students of international relations political

power small states and area studies

the book is based on the uniform pattern of syllabus for m a in english for indian universities prescribed by the ugc it is

comprehensive and covers the entire history of british literature it also includes exhaustive material on american literature

commonwealth literature and indian writing in english there is a useful section on classics of world literature too it will cater

to the need of postgraduate students and scholars as well as anyone preparing for competitive examinations like net jrf slet

and pre ph d registration test the book presents multiple choice questions and answers and is indispensable for any

examination one may choose to prepare for

real world engineering problems often require concurrent optimization of several design objectives which are conflicting in

cases this type of optimization is generally called multi objective or multi criterion optimization the area of research that

applies evolutionary methodologies to multi objective optimization is of special and growing interest it brings a viable

computational  solution  to  many  real  world  problems generally  multi  objective  engineering  problems do not  have  a

straightforward optimal design these kinds of problems usually inspire several solutions of equal efficiency which achieve

different trade offs decision makers preferences are normally used to select the most adequate design such preferences

may be dictated before or after the optimization takes place they may also be introduced interactively at different levels of
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the optimization process multi  objective optimization methods can be subdivided into classical  and evolutionary the

classical methods usually aim at a single solution while the evolutionary methods provide a whole set of so called pareto

optimal solutions evolutionary multi objective system design theory and applications provides a representation of the state

of the art in evolutionary multi objective optimization research area and related new trends it reports many innovative

designs yielded by  the application of  such optimization methods it  also  presents  the application of  multi  objective

optimization  to  the  following problems embrittlement  of  stainless  steel  coated electrodes  learning fuzzy  rules  from

imbalanced datasets combining multi objective evolutionary algorithms with collective intelligence fuzzy gain scheduling

control smart placement of roadside units in vehicular networks combining multi objective evolutionary algorithms with

quasi simplex local search design of robust substitution boxes protein structure prediction problem core assignment for

efficient network on chip based system design

nature inspired optimization algorithms second edition provides an introduction to all major nature inspired algorithms for

optimization  the  book  s  unified  approach  balancing  algorithm  introduction  theoretical  background  and  practical

implementation complements extensive literature with case studies to illustrate how these algorithms work topics include

particle swarm optimization ant and bee algorithms simulated annealing cuckoo search firefly algorithm bat algorithm

flower algorithm harmony search algorithm analysis constraint handling hybrid methods parameter tuning and control and

multi objective optimization this book can serve as an introductory book for graduates for lecturers in computer science

engineering and natural sciences and as a source of inspiration for new applications discusses and summarizes the latest

developments in nature inspired algorithms with comprehensive timely literature provides a theoretical understanding and

practical implementation hints presents a step by step introduction to each algorithm includes four new chapters covering

mathematical foundations techniques for solving discrete and combination optimization problems data mining techniques

and their links to optimization algorithms and the latest deep learning techniques background and various applications
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